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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR KAUL'S STATEMENT 

ON ARMS POLICY 

REF: NEW DELHI 2642 

1. WHEN THE FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLED ME IN ON FEBRUARY 26 TO 
INFORM ME OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S DECISION NOT TO VISIT 
WASHINGTON HE SAID THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER "INCIDENTAL" MATTER 
WHICH HE WISHED TO MENTION TO ME. HE SAID THAT TEJA, WHO WAS ALSO 
PRESENT, HAD INFORMED HIM THAT I HAD EXPRESSED SURPRISE AND DIS- 
MAY AT AMBASSADOR KAUL'S STATEMENT ON US SOUTH ASIAN ARMS SUPPLY 
POLICY. KEWAL SINGH EXPLAINED THAT ALL HE COULD SAY WAS THAT 
HE HAD BEEN CONVEYING TO ME IN OUR DISCUSSIONS THE SAME REASONING 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF REGRET THAT AMBASSADOR KAUL HAD SET FORTH 
IN WASHINGTON. WHAT AMBASSADOR KAUL HAD SAID IN A MOST FORTHRIGHT 
MANNER WAS WHAT WE ALL FELT." KAUL HAD WORKED SO HARD FOR 
THE OBJECTIVE OF SEEING INDO-AMERICAN RELATIONS DEVELOP TOWARD 
THE BEST POSSIBLE UNDERSTANDING THAT HE HAD MUCH MORE REASON 
TO FEEL DISAPPOINTD AND THEREFORE TO EXPRESS HIMSELF STRONGLY 
IN PUBLIC. 

2. 1 REVIEWED BRIEFLY WITH KEWAL SINGH OUR REASONS FOR TAKING 
EXCEPTION TO KAUL'S STATEMENT AND ASCERTAINED THAT THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY HAD SEEN THE SECRETARY'S COMMENT ON THIS SUBJECT MADE 
DURING HIS PRESS CONFERENCE. I THEN CALLED ATTENTION TO THE 
SECRETARY'S REMARKS ON THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT AND 
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THE WAY TO THE RESUMPTION OF THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING OUR 
RELATIONS. 

3. COMMENT. MY HOPE DIDN'T LAST LONG, HOWEVER, AS THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY THEN PROCEEDED TO INFORM ME THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
WOULD NOT VISIT WASHINGTON AS PLANNED (SEPTEL). IN REGARD TO 
KAUL'S STATEMENT, KEWAL SINGH DIDN'T EEM TO BE TAKING ISSUE 
WITH OUR FINDING IT INTEMPERATE. RATHER HE SEEMED TO BE TRYING 
TO EXPLAIN THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH PROMPTED KAUL TO MAKE IT. 
END COMMENT. 
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